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Aventa’s opening concert features the Canadian premiere of 
Hans Abrahamsen’s (DK) tour-de-force work, Schnee.  In an 
hour-long set of gradually crystallizing canons, Schnee describes 
musical portraits of snow: its flurries, how it blankets and blanks 
out the landscape, its delicacy, its coldness.  

Vancouver composer, Giorgio Magnanensi has been described by 
acclaimed composer Franco Donatoni as “a composer, musician 
and conductor of great talent and one of the most interesting 
personalities of the Italian generation.” Aventa presents two of 
Magnanensi’s most exquisite works for ensemble, améya II and 
es soll alles schweben.

SchneeWelcome  
to Aventa’s 
2014/15  concert season

Sunday, November 30th, 2014 8pm 
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall  
(UVic School of Music, MacLaurin Building) 
Tickets at the door $20 
Pre-concert talk 7:15pm

Aventa Ensemble 
Bill Linwood, conductor

Tristan Murail – La Chambre des cartes * 
Giorgio Magnanensi  – améya II  
Giorgio Magnanensi  – es soll alles schweben 

Hans Abrahamsen – Schnee *

I would like to welcome you to Aventa’s eleventh concert 
season, a season that gives our audience a glimpse into what 
the future holds.  Dear friends and familiar faces reappear, 
alongside introductions to unfamiliar sound worlds.

This season, we have the pleasure of welcoming Philippe 
Leroux (FR/QC) and Michael Finnissy (UK), not only as 
composers and mentors, but also as performing guest 
artists with the ensemble.  VOI (rex) is an initiation into 
Leroux’s hyper-virtuosic music – a unique voice that will 
be experienced again in 2016 when Aventa premieres a 
commissioned work by this renowned composer.  

Over the past three years, Aventa has had the pleasure of 
working with English composer, Michael Finnissy.  This 
relationship has led to new ensemble works and the 
development of his opera Love, which will premiere in 2016.  
Our audience will be treated to a preview of selections from 
this opera at our May concert, alongside the world premiere 
of his Horn Trio. 

I am excited and encouraged by the direction that this 
season has taken and welcome you to join me in celebrating 
the music of living composers.  At the end of the concert, 
please feel free to come up to the stage and share your 
thoughts.  

I look forward to seeing you at our concerts!

Bill Linwood – Artistic Director

Hans Abrahamsen’s  
“Schnee” is a wonder
– Paul Griffith

* Canadian premiere



VOI (rex)

Not envious 
of rabbits
Thursday, May 14th, 2015 8pm  
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall  
(UVic School of Music, MacLaurin Building) 
Tickets at the door $20 
Pre-concert talk 7:15pm

Aventa Ensemble 
Bill Linwood, conductor 
Various soloists 

Michael Finnissy – Not envious of rabbits 

Cassandra Miller – BACH *

Michael Finnissy – Sesto Libro de Gesualdo 

Michael Finnissy – Horn Trio *  

Michael Finnissy/Cassandra Miller – Sinner please *

Cassandra Miller – Bouteille Ã la mer (Miron)  

 from l’été deux-mille douze  

Michael Finnissy – Selections from Love *

 

Sunday, February 8th, 2015 8pm 
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall  
(UVic School of Music, MacLaurin Building) 
Tickets at the door $20 
Pre-concert talk 7:15pm

Aventa Ensemble 
Bill Linwood, conductor 
Helen Pridmore, soprano 
Philippe Leroux, live electronics

Gordon Fitzell – Evanescence 
Zosha di Castri – La forma dello spazio 
Philippe Leroux – Continuo (ns) 
Philippe Leroux – VOI (rex)

Philippe Leroux is already 
emblematic of what will be 
the twenty-first century
– Pierre Gervasoni, the World

* Premiere performances

Aventa presents one of the first masterpieces of the twenty- 
first century – Philippe Leroux’s hyper-virtuosic VOI (rex).   
The composer joins Aventa in the performance of this work,  
in which live electronics seamlessly integrate the various elements 
of the score.  Leroux’s treatment of the voice is unique, triggering 
and instigating fascinating exchanges between the acoustic and 
electronic sound worlds.

In an evening of premieres, Aventa brings together the music 
of renowned English composer Michael Finnissy with Victoria’s 
Cassandra Miller.  Sinner please, based on material from African 
American spiritual songs, is a remarkable collaboration between 
these two composers and features solo pianist, Michael Finnissy.

A highlight of our season is the world premiere of Finnissy’s Horn 
Trio for horn, violin and piano written for and dedicated to Aventa’s 
hornist, Darnell Linwood.  This new work is poised to join recent 
horn trios from Sir Peter Maxwell Davies (Aventa commission) and 
György Ligeti in the contemporary repertoire.

Cassandra Miller’s 
music is absolutely 
fascinating
– alex ross



Subscriptions and Donations
– Support Aventa’s Journey 

IgNITE!
Aventa’s Composer Workshop 

  Aventa 2014/15 Subscription - 3 Concerts $54.00

  I wish to make a donation 

The information gathered on this form is collected for the purpose of 
processing donations, issuing charitable tax receipts and keeping donors 
informed of our activities with newsletter mailings and season brochures.  
Donors are listed in our concert programs.  Please indicate how you wish to  
be  acknowledged:

.........................................................................................................................................................  

  I wish my donation to remain anonymous.

Name ................................................................................................................................

Address  ...........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................  

e-mail address  ..............................................................................................................

Please make cheques payable to “Aventa”.

Please mail to: Aventa New Music Society • 2161 Florence St. •  
Victoria BC • V8R 5E7 / Charitable tax number: 86964 3502 RR0001

Aventa Ensemble is currently accepting submissions for its 
May 2015 Composer Workshop (May 9 – 13).  This workshop, 
designed to benefit student and emerging composers, has no age 
restriction and is open to all nationalities.  Participants will have 
the opportunity of working extensively with composers Michael 
Finnissy (UK) and Cassandra Miller (BC).

The 2015 workshop will focus on repertoire for small ensemble 
and voice.  The available instrumentation is: soprano, flute 
(including doublings), clarinet (including doublings), horn, piano, 
1 percussion, violin, viola and cello.  The duration of submitted 
works should not exceed 10’.

Composers must provide a score, a brief letter of introduction, a 
curriculum vitae and, if desired, scores/recordings from previous 
work.  The deadline for the receipt of materials is January 15, 
2015. A jury of professional composers and musicians will select 
workshop participants.  Successful participants are required to 
provide individual parts by April 1, 2015.  Music and materials 
will be returned to the applicants if requested.  Participants 
must stay in Victoria for the duration of the workshop.  Aventa 
will supply a letter of recommendation to successful candidates 
for use in applying for travel grants.  All expenses are the 
responsibility of the participants.

Please forward material to:
Aventa Ensemble, 2161 Florence St., Victoria, BC, V8R 5E7 Canada
Telephone: (250) 592-9713 e-mail: info@aventa.ca

Since 2003, Aventa has taken Victoria audiences on a fascinating 
journey of new music.  With groundbreaking international 
and Canadian works, the ensemble continues to inspire the 
imagination.  Please consider purchasing a subscription to our 
concert series.  You will receive a 10% discount off of the ticket 
prices and tickets will be mailed to address provided.  

The collective financial support of our private sponsors and donors 
has a remarkable impact on our ensemble, going far beyond a 
series of concerts.  Giving a donation helps Aventa to remain 
vibrant and viable.  To discuss further options for support, please 
call (250) 592-9713 or e-mail info@aventa.ca. 

Thank you for your consideration and support.



Aventa Ensemble

Aventa • 2161 Florence St. • Victoria BC • V8R 5E7 • Canada

info@aventa.ca / www.aventa.ca / (250) 592-9713

With a reputation for superb performance and ambitious 
programming, Aventa has established itself as one of Canada’s 
leading contemporary music ensembles.  Comprised of musicians 
who are passionate about new music and its place in our culture, 
Aventa pushes musical boundaries through diverse projects, 
collaboration and cultural exchange.

Promoting and fostering new music has been at the core of 
Aventa’s work since its founding.  The ensemble regularly 
commissions both Canadian and international new works and has 
presented premieres of over 120 works both in Canada and on tour.  
Under the artistic direction of Bill Linwood, the ensemble works 
closely with Canadian and international composers to develop 
instrumental techniques and refine interpretation.

The ensemble is committed to music education through a wide 
range of activities including composer workshops, mentorship and 
clinics.  Through these outreach activities, Aventa introduces new 
music to a diverse audience. 

“I can hardly give enough praise  
to the … Aventa Ensemble  

and conductor Bill Linwood,  
who tackled all this difficult  

music with skill, passion  
and dedication.”

– RobeRt eveRett-GReen, the Globe and Mail

Aventa gratefully acknowledges the support of the following sponsors:


